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and outmoded programs which soak
the American taxpayer for hundreds of
millions of dollars while providing pre-
cious little in return.

We promised we would balance the
budget, not by raising taxes but by cut-
ting wasteful spending. This is a per-
fect example, the Department of Com-
merce, of wasteful spending.

Mr. Speaker, we have to crack down
on corporate welfare, and the Depart-
ment of Commerce is a good place to
begin. It is little more than a welfare
department for big corporations. We
should have the courage to eliminate
it.

ART MODELL MUST OBEY
CLEVELAND’S LAWS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, year
in and year out, the Cleveland Browns
averaged 70,000 paying fans a game, but
owner Art Modell says that is not
enough. He said he is losing money.
Who is kidding whom? This move to
Baltimore is nothing but a sweetheart
deal for Modell and a raw deal for the
city of Cleveland.

Mr. Speaker, what is the surprise?
Anyone who would fire Paul Brown,
trade Paul Warfield, and cut outright
Bernie Kozar does not know the mean-
ing of loyalty or community. | am ask-
ing the Ohio attorney general to en-
force the contract between Cleveland
Browns and the city of Cleveland. If
the fine print is binding on those in the
dog pound and Mayor White, the fine
print should be binding on Art Modell.

THE DEMOCRATS’ STRANGE VIEW
OF THE BUDGET PROCESS

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, over the
last several weeks, we have heard some
fascinating dialog as we have discussed
the budget. | think it has been particu-
larly interesting. The Democrats, bless
their hearts, have a very strange view
of this whole budget process.

For example, when we actually cut
spending, as we are doing in the De-
fense Department, so we are spending
less in 1995 or in 1996 than we spent in
1995, they call that an increase; but
when we increase spending in programs
like Medicare above what we are spend-
ing in 1995, they call that a cut. No
wonder the budgets of the United
States were so screwed up for 40 years
while they managed this place.

THE REPUBLICANS’ ONGOING WAR
AGAINST MEDICARE
(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago this Congress cut $270 billion
in Medicare while increasing Pentagon
spending $7 billion more than the Pen-
tagon itself even asked for. Why? The
Speaker has said and the Republican
majority has said they want to pre-
serve and protect Medicare. They want
to save it by cutting it.

Let us look at a bit to history. In
1965, when Medicare was created, 87
percent of Republicans voted against
its creation.
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In the next 20 and 30 years, Repub-
lican Members of Congress continued
to try to cut Medicare. In this year,
Speaker GINGRICH said, now, we did not
get rid of Medicare in round one be-
cause we do not think that is politi-
cally smart, but we believe it is going
to wither on the vine. That is why they
are cutting Medicare. They are cutting
Medicare in order to let it wither on
the vine and they are cutting Medicare
in order to give $245 billion in tax cuts
to the wealthy. Mr. Speaker, it simply
does not make sense.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BALANCE
THE BUDGET

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, the
discussion going on here in Congress
about balancing the Federal budget
will continue on the floor this week. |
think it is important to remember that
every day, all across this country, mil-
lions of American families gather at
the kitchen table to balance the family
budget. They do not make excuses,
they just do the right thing for the
family.

I believe now is the time for the
House and Senate to gather around the
kitchen table of America and do what
is right for America’s future. We need
to balance the budget, reform welfare,
and cut taxes so that the American
family will be able to keep more of
their own, hard-earned paycheck. The
growing expectation for a balanced
budget has already caused long-term
interest rates to fall, according to Alan
Greenspan.

No more talking about balancing the
budget, no more reading about it. Let’s
just do it. Let’s work together at the
kitchen table for the good of our Na-
tion.

HOSPITALS WILL BE FORCED TO
CHARGE MORE

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is not
just seniors who will be asked to pay
more under the Republican Medicare
bill. Businesses and working people can
expect to see that their health care
costs are going to rise as well. In to-
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day’s health care system, private pa-
tients and their insurers pay the price
for the uninsured. This cost shifting
will accelerate under the Republican
Medicare proposal.

According to a story that ran this
weekend in the New York Times, as
Medicare payments fall short of cover-
ing the cost of care, hospitals will be
forced to make up the difference by
charging their private patients more.
Many people who work for small busi-
nesses could also lose their insurance
altogether.

An independent health care research
firm, Lewin VHI, estimates that $66
billion will be shifted on to the pri-
vately insured. That is too big of a bur-
den for our small businesses, and yet
another reason to oppose the Repub-
lican Medicare cuts.

A HERO IN WAR, HE DIED FOR
PEACE

(Mr. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
the epitaph of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin could fill volumes. He served his
country tirelessly. He helped lead her
to triumph in the 1967 war. He won the
Nobel Prize for his efforts to bring her
an everlasting peace.

Prime Minister Rabin had the rare
ability to bring diverse people together
in the pursuit of peace. He earned the
admiration and the respect of the peo-
ple of Israel and people throughout the
world. I am shocked and saddened that
such a brave man would be brought
down so brutally.

So, in the great shadow of his loss,
this is a sad time for Israel, America,
and the world. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Mr. Rabin’s family and
with the people of one of America’s
closest allies, Israel. He will go down in
history as a hero in war, he died for
peace.

DAVID ROHDE HELD HOSTAGE

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as the
peace negotiations between the war-
ring parties in the Bosnian conflict
continue in Dayton, an American jour-
nalist continues to be incarcerated and
held hostage by the Bosnian Serbs.

David Rohde, a journalist for the
Christian Science Monitor, was respon-
sible for exposing the Kkilling fields
near Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. He
is now being held in captivity, detained
by those responsible, the Bosnian
Serbs. They have charged him with,
and | quote, ““lllegal border crossings
and falsifying documents.”” He has been
tried and convicted by what our own
State Department has called, right-
fully, a kangaroo court. He has, Mr.
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